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Workshop Description 

Research methods and design is one of the most important and necessary courses for any student 

regardless of their discipline and the degree they are pursuing. Within social science, this course 

becomes even critical yet more challenging. Most research methods courses in political science 

seek to cover a wide range of critical issues from the basics and basis of social science research and 

types of methods (qualitative, quantitative, and multi/mixed methods) to research design 

(question(s), hypothesis, and literature review) and some applied exercises and tools.  

Both students and faculty are challenged by many factors. The first is that in most political (and 

social) science departments, the methods course – while mandatory - is offered only once 

throughout the degree program. This puts tremendous pressure on the faculty to cover a big amount 

and wide range of theories and approaches as well as provide practical exercises and tools, while 

expecting the students to end the class with the necessary foundation to develop their research 

projects. Secondly, there are several practical challenges from the availability of and accessibility 

to reading materials, computer software and the potential language barrier of such resources, to the 

usually big number of students per class (especially at public universities). Finally, some faculty 

members are stuck with teaching relatively outdated research methods courses. This can be due to 

the slow bureaucratic and centralized mechanism to change these courses and/or the inadequate 

training of some faculty members who would be more reluctant to change a longstanding class 

description, readings, and method of delivery. 

The 2023 teaching workshop is part of an ongoing interest and exploration of the challenges 

related to teaching research methods and design in the Arab world. More specifically, 

how the methodological approaches should adjust to the impact of the securitized public / 

research spheres, growing inter-disciplinarity of topics, and in some cases challenging access 

to teaching and research resources among other issues. The workshop brought together about 15 

faculty members who are currently teaching undergraduate and/or graduate research methods 

courses at public or private institutions. The diverse participation (country, language, career level 

and type of course) will enrich the discussion, help identify common areas of challenges and 

highlight potential ways to overcome some of them.  

Each participant submitted a 1500-word memo sharing personal and critical reflections on 

challenges, needs and opportunities to teaching research methods and design. 

• How do you teach methods/research design? Which methods do you focus on and 
why? How is the course designed? What are the available resources for teaching and 
professional development?

• What are the challenges? Institutional, teaching resources, students, language, 
qualified faculty….

• Are the methods taught relevant to the students’ projects and research environment?

How do you advise the student on the type of method(s) relevant to their research?

What can be done differently to align research questions and methodological 

approaches?
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